 
COLCHESTER, Conn. April 24, 2007 – Students at Colchester Elementary School in Colchester have finally put their stamp on feeding children around the world. 
 
Every year students in Kim Waltmire’s second grade class learn the value of making a difference in the lives of others at home and abroad through the GiftGoesOn program. The program envisions global outreach where the kindness of individuals has the power to touch an entire community in need.
 
Last year, Waltmire’s class decided to help end childhood hunger. To symbolize their efforts, the class joined with a group of seniors from Colchester and created a painting they hoped the federal government would sell as a postage stamp to support childhood hunger. Unfortunately the postage stamp never materialized.
 
Waltmire didn’t give up and continued to seek out ways to turn the student’s painting into a stamp. She discovered Hartford-based ArtStamps, a school fundraiser that turns kids artwork into U.S. postage that is sold to raise money for schools. ArtStamps founder and CEO George Castineiras agreed to make her student’s dream a reality.
 
"It’s tremendous that these students will finally have their dream realized,” said Waltmire. “Their efforts and care for children worldwide is the very fabric of the GiftGoesOn program.”
 
ArtStamps created the GiftGoesOn stamp, which features the student’s painting, as well as a series of four additional stamps featuring images of quilts created by Colchester fabric artist Joan Frantzen.  
 
Five dollars of every postage and note card sale will support Feed the Children, an international, nonprofit relief organization that delivers food, medicine, clothing and other necessities to individuals, children and families.
 
“Teaching our youth the value of social citizenship is core to the beliefs of ArtStamps,” said Castineiras. “We are very pleased to help these very special students realize their dream of helping to end childhood hunger. The students’ kindness and artistic talents will now reach children worldwide.
 
For more information on Feed the Children, please visit www.feedthechildren.org.






